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TAGS: PFOR, PN 

SUBJECT: PANAMANIAN TREATY BRIEFING GROUP 
REF: A. PANAMA 5019, B. QUITO 6059 

1 . IN ADDITION TO ITS ECUADOR TRIP (REF B), PANAMANIAN 
TREATY BRIEFING GROUP HAS IN THE PAST TWO WEEKS TRAVELED 
TO COLOMBIA, VENEZUELA AND EL SALVADOR TO GIVE BRIEFINGS. 
ARGENTINA, BOLIVIA, CHILE AND HAITI HAVE INDICATED THEY WILL 
ALSO RECEIVE BRIEFING GROUP, THOUGH TIMING APPEARS NOT TO 
HAVE BEEN ESTABLISHED YET. 

2. COMMENT: THE BRIEFINGS WERE ORIGINALLY INTENDED FOR LATIN 
AMERICAN GENRAL STAFFS AND WERE TO DEAL WITH "DEFENSE AND 
ADMINISTRATION OF THE CANAL AND ITS RELATION TO HEMISPHERIC 
DEFENSE AND SECURITY." HOWEVER, NO MEMBER OF GUARDIA NACIONAL 
IS INCLUDED ON BRIEFING TEAM (REF A). EMBASSY REMAINS DUBIOUS 
ABOUT UTILITY AND SUCCESS OF SUCH BRIEFING TRIPS, BUT STILL 

HAS NOT RECEIVED ENOUGH INFORMATION TO FULLY EVALUATE THIS 
LATEST PANAMANIAN ROAD SHOW. LOCAL PRESS HAS GIVEN VERY LIGHT 
TREATMENT TO TRIPS. 
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